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III. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all claims under examination is submitted, and the status of each is identified. This 
listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims 

1. (Currently Amended): A concentration method using magnetic particles comprising: 

capturing a target substance in a first suspension having a first volume directly or 
indirectly by with magnetic particles; 

separating the magnetic particles from the first suspension by passing the first suspension 
through a first liquid passage and exerting a magnetic field from outside efa the first liquid 
passage to the inside of the first liquid passage to thereby attract the magnetic particles to an 
inner wall of the first liquid passage , at a tim e of pas s ing a susp e nsion having a first volum e and 
in which th e magnetic particl e s which hav e captur e d th e targ e t substanc e ar e susp e nd e d, through 
th e liquid passag e; 

r e suspending suspending the magnetic particles in a liquid having a second volume to 
obtain a second suspension, wherein the second volume is less than the first volume which have 
captur e d th e targ e t substance in th e s uspension , by passing the liquid having a s e cond volum e 
small e r than th e first volume of th e suspension through the first liquid passage in which th e 
magnetic particl e s which hav e captur e d the targ e t substanc e hav e b ee n separated, in a stat e with 
the without exerting a magnetic field not e x e rt e d on the first liquid passage; and 

eluting the target substance from the magnetic particles in the second suspension which 
hav e captur e d th e targ e t substanc e susp e nd e d in the liquid, and se parating only the magn e tic 
particl e s to obtain a susp e nsion in which th e targ e t substance is conc e ntrat e d . 

2. (Currently Amended): A concentration method using magnetic particles according to claim 1 
wherein; 

the magnetic particles are separated from the first suspension by sucking the first 
suspension from a first container storing a the first volum e of suspension , in which th e magn e tic 
particl e s having dir e ctly or indir e ctly captur e d th e targ e t substanc e ar e susp e nd e d, and then 
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passing the first suspension through the first liquid passage , with th e magnetic field oxortod from 
outsid e of th e liquid passag e , to th e r e by attract th e magn e tic particl e s to the inn e r wall of th e 
liquid passag e; and 

the magnetic particles are re susp e nd e d suspended in the liquid to create the second 
suspension by sucking the liquid from a second container storing the liquid, passing the liquid 
through the first liquid passage and discharging the a second volum e of liquid to a suspension 
into the second container wher e th e second volum e of liquid is stored, th e s e cond volum e b e ing 
small e r than th e first volum e of th e s usp e nsion, without e xerting the magn e tic fi e ld . 

3. (Currently Amended): A concentration method using magnetic particles according to claim 1 
wherein; 

the first liquid passage includes a suction portion and a discharge portion, and wherein, 
the magnetic particles are separated from the first suspension by sucking the first 
suspension from a first container storing a the first volum e of suspension in which th e magnetic 
particles which have captur e d the targ e t substanc e ar e susp e nd e d, to a storage section associated 
with via a liquid the suction portion of the first liquid passage while exerting passage, with the 
magnetic field e x e rt e d from outside to said liquid the suction passag e portion and a liquid the 
discharge portion of the first liquid passage, and discharging the first suspension from said the 
storage section via said liquid through the discharge portion of the first liquid passage, to thereby 
attract the magnetic particles to the inner wall of the liquid suction portion and the liquid 
discharge portion of the first liquid passage; and 

the magnetic particles are r e susp e nded suspended in the liquid by inserting said liquid 
the suction portion passag e and smd liquid the discharge portion of the first liquid passage into a 
second container wher e th e s e cond volum e of in which the liquid having a second volume is 
stored, wherein the second volume being smaller than th e first volum e of susp e nsion and is 
substantially the same amount as that of the volume of the storage section, to th e r e by suck and 
then sucking the liquid from the second container, passing the liquid through the first liquid 
passage and discharg e discharging the s e cond volume of liquid into the second container , 
without exerting a magnetic field on the first liquid passage . 
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4. (Currently Amended): A concentration method using magnetic particles according to claim 1 
wh e r e in, in a contain e r storing th e susp e nsion r e suspended in th e r e suspension step, further 
comprising, separating the magnetic particles in th e susp e n s ion ar e separat e d and th e n r e 
suspend e d in a from the liquid having a third the second volume small e r than th e s e cond volum e, 
by sucking the liquid from a second container storing the liquid, passing the liquid through the 
first liquid passage and discharging the s usp e nsion, with liquid while a the magnetic field is 
exerted on the first liquid passage, by means of a pipette apparatus having a second liquid 
passage in which liquid can pass through both in the a suction direction and the a discharge 
direction of th e liquid , and a storage section communicated with the second liquid passage and 
having a capacity smaller than the second volume, and also having magnetic force means for 
exerting and removing a magnetic field to and from the second liquid passage from outside ef the 
second liquid passage. 

5. (Currently Amended): A concentration method using magnetic particles according to claim 2 
wh e r e in, in a contain e r storing the suspension r e susp e nd e d in th e r e susp e nsion st e p, further 
comprising, separating the magnetic particles in th e susp e nsion ar e s e parat e d and th e n r e 
susp e nd e d in a from the liquid having a third the second volume smaller than th e s e cond volum e, 
by sucking the liquid from a second container storing the liquid, passing the liquid through the 
first liquid passage and discharging the susp e nsion, with a liquid while the magnetic field is 
exerted on the first liquid passage, by means of a pipette apparatus having a second liquid 
passage in which liquid can pass through both in the a suction direction and the a discharge 
direction of th e liquid , and a storage section communicated with the second liquid passage and 
having a capacity smaller than the second volume, and also having magnetic force means for 
exerting and removing a magnetic field to and from the second liquid passage from outside ef the 
second liquid passage. 

6. (Currently Amended): A concentration method using magnetic particles according to claim 3 
wh e r e in, in a contain e r storing the susp e nsion r e susp e nd e d in the r e susp e nsion step, further 
comprising, separating the magnetic particles in the susp e nsion arc separat e d and th e n r e 
susp e nd e d in a from the liquid having a third the second volume small e r than th e second volume , 
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by sucking the liquid from a second container storing the liquid, passing the liquid through the 
first liquid passage and discharging the susp e nsion, with a liquid while the magnetic field is 
exerted on the first liquid passage, by means of a pipette apparatus having a second liquid 
passage in which liquid can pass through both in the a suction direction and the a discharge 
direction of th e liquid , and a storage section communicated with the second liquid passage and 
having a capacity smaller than the second volume, and also having magnetic force means for 
exerting and removing a magnetic field to and from the second liquid passage from outside of the 
second liquid passage. 

7. (Currently Amended): A concentration method using magnetic particles according to claim 1, 
wherein th e separating of the magnetic particles are separated by compris e s shifting all of the 
liquid stored in a second container to a first container, after having shift e d all of the suspension 
stored in the first container is shifted to the second container, by sucking the liquid stored in the 
second container via the first liquid passage, and discharging the liquid to the first container via 
the first liquid passage, with a while exerting the magnetic field e x e rted on th e liquid passag e 
from outside . 

8. (Currently Amended): A concentration method using magnetic particles according to claim 2, 
wherein th e s e parating of the magnetic particles are separated by compris e s shifting all of the 
liquid stored in a the second container to a the first container, after having shifted all of the 
suspension stored in the first container is shifted to the second container, by sucking the liquid 
stored in the second container via the first liquid passage, and discharging the liquid to the first 
container via the first liquid passage, with a while exerting the magnetic field exert e d on th e 
liquid pa s sag e from outside . 

9. (Currently Amended): A concentration method using magnetic particles according to claim 3, 
wherein th e s e parating of the magnetic particles are separated by compris e s shifting all of the 
liquid stored in a the second container to a the first container, after having shift e d all of the 
suspension stored in the first container is shifted to the second container, by sucking the liquid 
stored in the second container via the first liquid passage, and discharging the liquid to the first 
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container via the first liquid passage, with a while exerting the magnetic field exert e d on the 
liquid passag e from outside . 

10. (Currently Amended): A concentration method using magnetic particles according to 
claim 4, wherein th e s e parating of the magnetic particles are separated by compris e s shifting aH 
ef the liquid stored in a the second container to a the first container, after having shift e d all of the 
suspension stored in the first container is shifted to the second container, by sucking the liquid 
stored in the second container via the first liquid passage, and discharging the liquid to the first 
container via the first liquid passage, with a while exerting the magnetic field e x e rt e d on the 
liquid passag e from outsid e. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended): A concentration method using magnetic particles according to claim 

1 , wherein the first liquid passage includes a suction portion and a discharge portion, and 
wherein the s e parating of th e magnetic particles compris e s are separated by shifting all of the 
liquid stored in a second container to a first container, after having shift e d all of the suspension 
stored in the first container is shifted to the second container, by sucking the liquid stored in the 
second container via a the suction portion of the first liquid suction passage, and discharging the 
liquid to the first container via a the discharge portion of the first liquid discharg e passage, with 
while exerting a magnetic field ex e rt e d on from outside the suction portion liquid suction 
passag e and a the discharge portion of the first liquid discharg e passage from outsid e. 

12. (Currently Amended): A concentration method using magnetic particles according to claim 

2, wherein the first liquid passage includes a suction portion and a discharge portion, and 
wherein the s e parating of th e magnetic particles comprises are separated by shifting all of the 
liquid stored in a the second container to a the first container, after having shift e d all of the 
suspension stored in the first container is shifted to the second container, by sucking the liquid 
stored in the second container via a the suction portion of the first liquid s uction passage, and 
discharging the liquid to the first container via a the discharge portion of the first liquid discharge 
passage, with while exerting a magnetic field e xert e d on from outside the suction portion liquid 
suction passag e and a the discharge portion of the first liquid discharg e passage from outsid e. 
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13. (Currently Amended): A concentration method using magnetic particles according to claim 

3, wherein the s e parating of the magnetic particles comprises are separated by shifting all of the 
liquid stored in a the second container to a the first container, after having shift e d all of the 
suspension stored in the first container is shifted to the second container, by sucking the liquid 
stored in the second container via a the suction portion of the first liquid suction passage, and 
discharging the liquid to the first container via a the discharge portion of the first liquid discharg e 
passage, with a while exerting the magnetic field e x e rt e d on from outside the suction portion 
liquid suction passage and a the discharge portion of the first liquid discharg e passage from 
outside . 

14. (Currently Amended): A concentration method using magnetic particles according to claim 

4, wherein the first liquid passage includes a suction portion and a discharge portion, and 
wherein the separating of th e magnetic particles compris e s are separated by shifting all of the 
liquid stored in a the second container to a the first container, after having shift e d all of the 
suspension stored in the first container is shifted to the second container, by sucking the liquid 
stored in the second container via a the suction portion of the first liquid suction passage, and 
discharging the liquid to the first container via a the discharge portion of the first liquid discharge 
passage, with while exerting a magnetic field e x e rted on from outside the suction portion liquid 
suction passag e and a the discharge portion of the first liquid discharg e passage from outsid e. 
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